Although subjected to frequent indispositions due to the rigour of
the Indian sun, and sn spite of the poor health of Lady Jones, he
persevered in his Sanskrit studies and also acquired the new and absorbing
hobby of Indian botany, in which he soon specialised. It is interesting
to note that the Asoka tree is known after him as Jonessa Asoka.

Jones fixed 1800 as the year of his return to Europe and thought in
terms of spending the last twenty-five years of his life in retirement,
study and writing; it ss a misfortune that the wish was not fulfilled.

in 1788 Jones published an edition of Laila Majnu by Hatifi. He
presently took up the translation of Kalidasa's Sakuntala and even
expressed his earnest desire to translate many more Indian classics,
provided he could take away some time from his preoccupations with
law, European and Indian. Sakuntala was published by him in 1789P
and C/ta Covinda of Jayadeva and Hstopadesa of Vishnusarman were
also ready in his English versions.

However, the ill-health of Lady Jones became so chronic that
Jones had to book her passage to England, and she sailed from Calcutta
at the beginning of December 1793. He intended to follow her as
soon as he could, at least by the beginning of 1795

Jones devoted the few months that he lived after the departure of
his wife to the Law Digest. He could not-he would not-spare himself.
He worked on till the end.

Twenty-four days before his passing away, on 3 April, he presided
over the meeting of the Society for the last time. Henry Colebrooke
presented a paper at this meeting on the duties of a Hindu wife. It was
Colebrooke who continued the unfinished work of Jones, who was
followed by Sir John Shore as President of the Society.

On 20 April 1794 (or about that time), Jones complained of aguish
symptoms. It was actually an attack of the inflammation of the liver,
which was a complaint common enough in Bengal. The progress of
the disease was rapid, and he breathed his last on 27 April 1794. The
end is touchingly described by Lord Teignmouth who was present at
the time: "On the morning of that day his attendants, alarmed at the
evident symptoms of the approaching dissolution, came precipitately
to call the friend who has now the melancholy task of recording the
mournful event. Not a moment was lost in repairing to his house. He
was lying on his bed in a posture of meditation; and the only symptom
of remaining life was a small degree of motion in the heart, which after
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